32                     NOTES ON ARISTOPHANES.
Scene 5.
Me to, the famous geometrician, comes next and offers a plan, which he has drawn, for the new buildings, with much importance and impertinence: he meets with as Lad a reception as the prophet.
Act 2, Scene 6 and 7.
An ambassador, or licensed spy from Athens, arrives, and a legislator with a body of new laws. They are used with abundance of indignity, and go off threatening every body with a prosecution. The sacred rites being so often interrupted, they are forced to remove their altar, and finish them behind the scenes. The chorus rejoice in their own increasing power; and (as about the time of the Dionysia it was usual to make proclamation against the enemies of the republick) they set a price upon the head of a famous poulterer, who lias exercised infinite cruelties upon their friends and brethren : then they turn themselves to the judges and spectators, and promise, if this drama obtain the victory, how propitious they will be to them.
Act 3. Scene 1.
Pisthetoerus returns, and reports, that the sacrifice appears auspicious to their undertaking: a messenger then enters with an account how quick the works advance, and whimsically describes the employments allotted to the several birds, in different parts of the building.
Scene 2.
Another messenger arrives in a violent hurry, to tell